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□ Box No. VI Certain documents cited 

□ Box No. VII Certain defects in the international application 
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Box No, 1 Basle of the report 

1. With regard to the language, this report is based on the international application In the language In which it was 
filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

□ This report is based on translations from the original language into the following language , 
which is the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of: 

□ international search (under Rules 12.3 and 23.1(b)) 

□ publication of the international application (under Rule 12.4) 

□ international preliminary examination (under Rules 55.2 andfor 55.3) 

2. With regard to the elements* of the international application, this report is based on (replacement sheets which 
have been furnished to the receiving Office in response to an Invitation under Article 14 are referred to In this 
report as "originally filed" and are not annexed to this report): 



Description, Pages 

1-7 as originally filed 

Claims, Numbers 

1-12 as originally filed 



□ a sequence listing and/br any related table(s) - see Supplemental Box Relating to Sequence Listing 

3. □ The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ the description, pages 

□ the claims, Nos. 

□ the drawings, sheetsyfigs 

□ the sequence listing (specify): 

□ any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify): 

4. □ This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments annexed to this report and listed below 
had not been made, since they have been considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the 
Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)). 

□ the description, pages 

□ the claims, Nos. 

□ the drawings, sheetsyfigs 

□ the sequence listing (specify): 

□ any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify): 

* If item 4 applies, some or all of these sheets may be marked "superseded. " 
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Box No. IV Lack of unity of Invention 

1 . H In response to the invitation to restrict or pay additional fees, the applicant has: 

□ restricted the claims. 

□ paid additional fees. 

□ paid additional fees under protest. 

0 neither restricted nor paid additional fees. 

2. □ This Authority found that the requirement of unity of invention is not complied with and chose, according to 

Rule 68.1 , not to invite the applicant to restrict or pay additional fees. 

3. This Authority considers that the requirement of unity of invention in accordance with Rules 13.1, 13.2 and 13.3 



□ complied with. 

El not complied with for the following reasons: 
see separate sheet 

4. Consequently, this report has been established in respect of the following parts of the international application: 

□ all parts. 

B the parts relating to claims Nos. 1-12 . 



Box No. V Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial 
applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 



is 



1. Statement 



Novelty (N) 



Yes: 
No: 



Claims 
Claims 



1-12 



Inventive step (IS) 



Yes: 
No: 



Claims 
Claims 



1-12 



Industrial applicability (IA) 



Yes: 
No: 



Claims 
Claims 



1-12 



2. Citations and explanations (Rule 70.7): 



see separate sheet 
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III. 

The present application lacks unity (see also Section IV of the present report). Since the 
Applicant has only paid for one search, the subject-matter of the invention 2 has not been 
searched. The present report is based exclusively on the subject-matter of the invention 1 
(Rule66.1ePCT). 



IV. 

The International Examining Authority considers that the application concerns the following 
sperate inventions: 

1. Claims 1-12 

Method for preparing a metal salt of a medium fatty acid. 

2. Claim 13 

Process for quantifying purity of a metal fatty acid salt. 

The problem to be solved by the present application is to provide a further process for 
synthesizing a metal salt of a medium-chain fatty acid. 

The common linking feature, a metal salt of a medium-chain fatty acid, between the 
method according to claims 1-12 and a process according to claim 13 is not novel as fatty 
acid salts are already known from e.g. US-A-5 191 097. 

Thus, the inventions 1 and 2 are not so linked as to form a single concept within the 
meaning of Rule 13.1 PCT. 



V. 

The present claims 1-12 can be considered as being novel (Art. 33(2) PCT) as none of the 
documents cited in the search report discloses the present subject-matter. Furthermore, 
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claims 1-12 involve an inventive step (Art. 33(3) PCT) as the object of the present 
application, namely to provide a further process for synthesizing a metal salt of a medium- 
chain fatty acid has not been suggested by document D1 (US-A-5 191 097; claims 1-4; 
example 1 and 2) in combination with D2 (US-A-6 137 005; column 2, lines 26-35; claims 
1-5). D1 discloses a process for the production of fatty acid calcium salts which is quite 
different from the present invention. D2 addresses another problem, namely the 
preparation of di-salts of formic acid. 
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